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FRIENDS OF CHILDREN AND LITERATURE — CENTRAL LIBRARY

The winner of the 42nd FOCAL Award is: 
Biddy Mason Speaks Up 

by Arisa White and Laura Atkins 
Illustrated by Laura Freeman 

Please join us on Juneteenth (June 19th) for our free online event to celebrate the 
recipient of our 42nd FOCAL Award, “Biddy Mason Speaks Up.” We look forward to 
hearing from the book’s two authors, Arisa White and Laura Atkins, as well as 
illustrator, Laura Freeman,  followed by the presentation of this year’s puppet award. 

The event will air live on the Library’s Facebook page and YouTube channel  
on June 19th at 1pm.

http://arisawhite.com
http://lauraatkins.com
http://LFreemanArt.com
https://www.facebook.com/lapubliclibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/user/losangeleslibrary
http://www.FOCALcentral.org


FOCAL’s 2021 Award Committee has chosen an outstanding book from the series, 
“Fighting for Justice,” to be this year’s recipient: “Biddy Mason Speaks Up.” 

This biography is the story of Biddy Mason, born in 
1818. Biddy learned natural herb medicine and 
midwifery, from her grandmother and indigenous 
people she met along their migration west.  She 
used her knowledge to in her duties to her master, 
and for her friends and community.   

While enslaved, Biddy’s master was Robert Smith.  
He and his family migrated with a group of 
mormons west from Mississippi to Utah and then 
California, part of the westward expansion and 
colonization at the time.  

It was in California where Biddy met free Black 
people for the first time who became her friends. 
When the master decided to move from  California 
(a free state) to Texas (a slave state), with the help 
of friends, Biddy went to court and the judge 
declared her, and her children, legally free. 



Although Biddy was born into enslavement, she 
overcame many obstacles to become a pillar of her 
community not far from the current location of the 
Central Library in DTLA. 

The book highlights the narrative of Biddy’s story in 
lovely free verse poems with beautiful illustrations. 
Some of the poem pages include a photo of plants 
that Biddy might have used in caring for her 
patients- this is a personal favorite feature of the 
book.   

Throughout the book, the authors posed questions to 
engage the young readers and their grown-ups in 
conversations to get to the deeper meaning of the story. 
The sideboard definitions are an important part of the 
conversation as they explain concepts that might be 
otherwise difficult to integrate.   

This book exemplifies the high 
standards for the FOCAL Award. All the 
features, including the invitation “extend 
an open hand to your community” make 
this the perfect book for classrooms and 
families with children grades 3 - 8th 
grade.



The Octavia Butler Celebration 

Octavia Lab honors Octavia Butler, bestselling author and acclaimed pioneer of 
science fiction who broke ground in the male-dominated genre. 

Los Angeles Public Library and The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical 
Gardens are celebrating Octavia E. Butler’s birthday in a joint celebration of her 
work, her legacy, and her community. We hope to see you at all of our virtual 
events. 

The virtual events are all free, open to the public, and family-friendly, ideally for 
ages 10 and up. Registration is required. Visit the Calendar of events HERE to 
register.  

The events include a tour of the Octavia Lab on Friday, June 18,  a Zine creation on 
June 19 which is a part of the Juneteenth celebration, and a conversation with 
author Lynell George on June 25.  

https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/blogs/lapl/persistence-octavia-e-butler-central-library
https://www.lapl.org/labs/celebration


Changes to FOCAL Membership applications: 

You asked and we listened. Becoming a member of FOCAL is now 
easier than ever.   
Visit our website at https://www.focalcentral.org/membership.php and 
use PayPal to renew your membership or make a donation. 

Other Library Virtual Events:  

Social Justice Book Club:  Literature can transform the way we look at the world, deepening our 
understanding of even the most complex issues of today. Please join children's librarians from the Los 
Angeles Public Library to discuss kid-friendly books that touch on topics related to social justice. 
Suggested age range: 6-12 

June 14 - Ho'onani Hula Warrior

July 12 - Call Me Tree/Llámame árbol


For younger kids: 


Storytime online - Tuesdays - Fridays 10am 
Listen, move, play, and sing along with librarians from all over Los Angeles! Keep an eye out for 
some special guest appearances too. 

Streaming live on Facebook and YouTube. 

Language Immersion for children ages 4 and up! 

Available on the library’s Facebook and YouTube channels. 

•	 Korean: 5/5

•	 Chinese (Mandarin): 5/12

•	 Vietnamese: 5/19

•	 Japanese: 5/26

•	 Chinese (Mandarin): 6/9

•	 Vietnamese: 6/16

•	 Japanese: 6/23

•	 Korean: 6/30


https://www.focalcentral.org/membership.php
https://www.lapl.org/whats-on/events/social-justice-book-club-1
https://ls2pac.lapl.org/?section=resource&resourceid=2054576355&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://ls2pac.lapl.org/?section=resource&resourceid=934737208&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://www.facebook.com/lapubliclibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/user/losangeleslibrary
https://www.facebook.com/lapubliclibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/losangeleslibrary


Membership Application 

To join FOCAL, please visit FOCALcentral.org/membership 
Or if you prefer, mail this form with your check to  

Children’s Literature Department

Los Angeles Public Library


630 West Fifth Street

Los Angeles, CA 90071


Name  _________________________________________________
Address  _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip  __________________________________________

Membership is for the calendar year, January through December.  
Dues are tax deductible. 

  New   Renewal   
 Basic $25      Contributing $60  Sustaining $100   

FOCAL

Children’s Literature Department

Los Angeles Public Library

630 West Fifth Street

Los Angeles, CA 90071

If you prefer to receive this Newsletter electronically, Please send an email request to 
carolinegill7@gmail.com

https://www.focalcentral.org/membership.php

