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This Year Enjoy the 41st FOCAL Award Luncheon Online! 
by Michele Marot 

 You are cordially invited to our 41st FOCAL Award Celebration!  This year stay home, stay 
safe, and enjoy the 2020 Focal Award Celebration online! Each year, FOCAL chooses one 
outstanding book to receive our award. 
 Todos Iguales-All Equal has been chosen for the 2020 
FOCAL Award, and its author/illustrator, Christy Hale, will be our 
main speaker.  A former art and graphic design teacher who 
currently teaches picture book writing in San Francisco, Christy has 
illustrated several picture books and has received awards for 
writing and illustrating three children’s books. 
 Students in grades 3 to 8, within the LAPL vicinity, are 
encouraged to submit essays about the book.  The winners are 
invited to our luncheon to meet the author, read their essays to 
the group, and ask the author questions. So, in addition to Christy 
Hale’s talk, we look forward to hearing the students read their 
winning essays and ask their questions of the author/illustrator 
(essay judging is still in-progress at the time of this printing). 
 Another highlight of our annual event is the unveiling and 
presentation of the Award itself: A handmade puppet depicting one of the characters from the book!  
This year there will be two identical puppets, one for the author/illustrator, and one that will become 
part of our downtown Children's Department’s permanent collection. 
  

Plan to join us for this FREE event!  To do so, RSVP via email or Facebook for the 
FOCAL Award Celebration, planned for November 2020, You’ll receive a Zoom link a 

few days prior to the event.  And feel free to invite others who are interested in 
children’s literature - all are welcome!

http://www.apple.com
http://www.FOCALcentral.org


THREE CHILDREN + THREE JUDGES = EQUAL EDUCATION FOR ALL  

By Sandy Schuckett

When I learned that Todos Iguales/All Equal: A Ballad of Lemon Grove by Christy Hale (2019) 
was the winner of the 2020 FOCAL Award, my first reaction was, “Didn’t we already award a book 
like this?” In fact, we presented the 2015 FOCAL  Award to Duncan Tonatiuh, the author/
illustrator of Separate is Never Equal (2014). 

These two books are very similar in so many 
ways. Each focuses on a particular child: 
Roberto Alvarez in 1931 in Hale’s book and 
Sylvia Mendez in 1947 in Tonatiuh’s. In each 
case Mexican-American children were denied 
equal education by their respective school 
districts, and were required to attend 
“Mexican schools” separate from their white 
peers – schools that were inferior, and schools 
that would, according to some school board 
members, help to deal with some of the 
“deficiencies” of the Mexican-American 
children: problems with English, with 
cleanliness, with behavior.  

But in both cases, Roberto and 
Sylvia were outstanding, stellar 
students, completely fluent in 
English and completely adept at 
completing their schoolwork 
properly. In both cases the 
parents organized, signed 
petitions, sought the help of 
lawyers, and ultimately sued their 
respective school districts. In both 
cases they won. The 1931 Lemon 
Grove case, the first school 
desegregation case in the United 

States, many of the records of which were never included in the school board’s minutes, was won 
because the Mexican-American students were defined as white. In the 1947 Westminster case, 
the judge stated that, schools “…must be open to all children by unified school association 
regardless of lineage.” The Westminster case provided precedent for all of the state of California, 
and was signed into law…but that wasn’t enough. 



 In 1954, the issue of ‘separate but equal schools’ arose again on a national level, and the 
famous Brown v. Board of Education case was won in a unanimous decision by the United States 
Supreme Court, which, under the guidance of Chief Justice Earl Warren, ruled that: “State-
sanctioned segregation of public schools was a violation of the 14th amendment and was 
therefore unconstitutional.” Thurgood Marshall argued on behalf of the plaintiffs, Linda Brown 
and her family in Topeka, Kansas. (A 
Google search of “Brown vs. Board of 
Education -children’s books” will lead 
to several titles that tell this story in 
further detail.)   What is so interesting 
is that Thurgood Marshall was one of 
the attorneys who advised in the 1947 
Westminster case who became a 
Supreme Court Justice in 1967, and 
Earl Warren, appointed Chief Justice 
in 1953, had been the governor of 
California who signed the 1947 school 
desegregation order.  

It is difficult to choose one of these books over the other. Both have illustrations that are relevant 
to Mexican-American culture. Both authors conducted first-person interviews with the (now adult) 
children who were involved in the 
cases. Both speak to the issue of 
people working together to fight for 
what is right. Both speak to the issue 
of the importance of family and 
community support when there is a 
problem to be solved. Both speak to 
the importance of the manner in which 
courts interpret the law. Both have 
extensive ‘Back Matter’ that includes 
further details, photos, glossaries, 
quotes, and other relevant material. 
And both speak to the times we are 
living in now, when the make-up of the 
current U.S Supreme Court is at stake.



FOCAL  AWARD HISTORY 
By Renny Day 

“Schedule regular Board meetings, publish a newsletter, and have an annual event.  An award is 
a good reason for that annual event.”  


I can still hear John Bruckman’s gravelly voice, as he laid out suggested procedures for FOCAL, 
our fledgling support group for the Children’s Literature Department.  I had invited him to attend 
our planning meeting for a friends group for the department.  He had become one of my 
mentors as I navigated the policies and politics of life at Central Library, and I knew that if John 
approved of something, my supervisor, Loyce Pleasants, would approve of it, too.  


The small, supportive gathering of frequent patrons who attended that meeting quickly elected 
officers, and voted to give an award to a book about California, because the Central Library’s 
collection policy mandated strength in materials about California.  


Then Sandy excitedly burst forth with one of her “Schuckett flashes”, saying that since the 
department was popular for its puppet shows, the award should be a puppet of the lead 
character in the book.  Everyone agreed, and Sandy and Renny were tasked with notifying Leo 
Politi, the unanimously selected first recipient. 




We met with Leo at his “office,” known to the rest of 
Los Angeles as Philippe’s, and he was pleased to 
accept.  


On the evening of the event, held in Children’s 
Literature, he brought some students from the 
elementary school in Chinatown, where he was a 
frequent visitor, since, as he put it, people would be 
bored with no one but him on the program.  We 
hastily dragged a table to the front of the room, and 
the young puppeteers performed an original 
marionette show.  


The awards were presented in the Children’s 
Literature Department until 1986, when the historic 
fire closed Central Library.  Then there were efforts to 
match the winning title to an appropriate setting:  The 
Baby Doe Mine for The Great American Gold Rush, 
and a restaurant in Chinatown for Laurence Yep’s 
Child of the Owl.  Later, we settled on locations in 
downtown, close to the Library.  This year, we have 
come full circle…and will return to Central Library.   

Ruby Ling Louie waiting to have her book signed, and the 
person just to her left, smiling and looking down at Leo 
signing is Silva Manoogian. 



Membership Application 

Please send renewals to: Renny Day/  
15221 Via de las Olas/Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Name  __________________________________________
Address  ________________________________________
City/State/Zip  ___________________________________

Membership is for the calendar year, January through December.  
Dues are tax deductible. 

  New   Renewal   
 Basic $25  Contributing $60  Sustaining $100   Lifetime $1000 

Dewi Ochoa, FOCAL Points editor 

FOCAL

Children’s Literature Department

Los Angeles Public Library

630 West Fifth Street

Los Angeles, CA 90071

If you prefer to receive this Newsletter electronically, Please send an email request to 
carolinegill7@gmail.com


